
When do you need a Pensions on Divorce Expert (PODE)? 

If you are not sure, Ask! 

“Public Sector” 
Civil Service, NHS, 

Teachers’. 
 

“Quasi Public Sector” 
BBC, LGPS (Local Authorities, 
Councils), USS (Universities), 
Railways, Royal Mail, TFL etc. 

 

“Safeguarded Benefits” 
CARE (Career Average), Final 

Salary, DB (Defined Benefit), GMP 
(Guaranteed Minimum Pension), 

RST (Reference Scheme Test), 
COSR, Safeguarded Benefits. 

 

“Uniformed Services” 
Army, RAF, Navy, 

Police, Ambulance, 
Fire, Coastguard, 

  

“Guaranteed Annuity Rates” 
fixed rates of income in 

retirement, minimum income 
promises 

 

“Protected Cash” 
Right to more than 25% of the fund 

NO 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AND 

Are you 
divorcing, or a 
Family Lawyer 
or a Mediator? 

Does either party 
have any pension 

benefits?  

YES 

NO 
You may not need 

a PODE  

Does either have 
“Public Sector” 

benefits?  

You 
need a 
PODE  

Does either have 
“Quasi Public 

Sector” benefits?  

YES 

Does either have 
“Safeguarded 

Benefits”?  

YES 

NO 

Is the combined 
pension value 

relatively small  
NO 

Do their  
State Pension Forecasts  

differ by more than  
£20 per week 

Does either have 
“Uniformed 

Services” 
benefits?  

YES 

Does either have 
“Guaranteed 

Annuity Rates”?  

NO 

NO 

YES 

Can either draw 
benefits before 55?  

Does either have 
“Protected Cash”? 

Does either party 
have health 

issues?  

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

You may 
not need 
a PODE 

YES 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

BUT 

YES 

Are both parties 
aged under 40?  

YES 

YES 


